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.. GO FATHER 
DONELLE y, HE SLIPS 
GORDON A FIFTY WITH 
THE HANDSHAKE... 


| GIVES THE SQUAD А I COULD GET THE 
TWO-HOUR LECTURE. 


PUTS SCHELL ON 


IT LIKE HIS HANDS GOT A 
DISEASE. THEN HE THROWS: 
THE FIFTY IN THE PADRES 


SOFTEN НІМ МР, 


HE'S JUST NOT FIT 
TING /М, GILL. 


TOGETHER - - 


GILLIAN D. 
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Dear Dennis, 

Since BATMAN #401 is a LEGENDS 
cross-over and has the charismatic 
Glorious Godtrey as a guest-star, | think 
1 know what LEGENDS is going to be 
about, so here it goes: 

Darkseid has sent Godfrey to Earth in 
order to make people turn against their 
heroes. Godfrey, being the charismatic 
person that he is, has no problem with 
this (as seen оп page 11, panel 2) 
Earth's peoples will begin to distrust 
their heroes and | believe the heroes will 
begin to mistrust each other, and even 
themselves. During this turmoil, Dark- 

1 believe this series will bring out the 
true meaning of what а hero is, and 
what makes up a hero. Unfortunately, | 
expect some heroes won't take the 
strain and will switch sides of the law. 
Thank you for your time. 

Bob Davidson 

172 Talmadge Dr. 

Springfield, МА 01118 

P.S. In MAN OF STEEL #3, Batman had 

the golden age insignia on his chest, and 

in 401 he had the modern-day one 
Which one survived the CRISIS? 

Many (that's the understatement of 
the year, Randall!) astute (Hah! Trying to 
butter them up so they won't think it was 
2 gool. eh?) readers have pointed out the 
disparity between the two Batmans 
(She's stalling—she hasn't got а good 
answer, just watch!) who met Magpie. 

Evil tight-shoe-making Brownies 
crept into Production one night just 
before we sent the book to the printer, 
and look what they did! Yellow circles. 
everywhere! (Lame, girl. lame...) Ac- 
tually, the circle makes Ks exit this 
issue, 50 the change really starts here, 
sort of. Trust me. Just don't think about 
й. ОК? Just enjoy this wonderful 
series—aren't those Miller and Mazzuc- 
сре! guys doing great? 


Dear Denny, etc., 

| guess, Denny, it's all your fault 
You're just too d* ** good. | got BATMAN 
#400 simply because of all the collabo- 
rations. Then | read Dick's Meanwhile 
column and decided to get #401. Well, 
#402 has Max Collins, acclaimed 
mystery writer (and *Jim*Starlin*), sot 
| ma ею buy thet . #403 has 
Collins ‚ #404-407 has 


Listen, Den, if you keep getting all 
these great people, | may be forced to 


become a regular buyer of BATMAN, 
and it's all your fault 


Ethan Kaiett 

Brooklyn, NY 

1 think Denny should have lots more 

faults like you, Ethan, and they should 
ай write letters. 


Bat-Friends 

BATMAN #401 put chills down my 
Spine and made me break out into a cold 
sweat. 

What was it that caused me to do this, 
you may ask. Was it the cover by John 
Byrne ог the story written by Barbara 
Randall and illustrated by Trevor 
Von Eeden? 

Мо, it was neither of these. 

1 had just glanced at the cover briefly, 
and hadn't even looked at the story yet. 
What was it, then, that caused this 
unusual reaction? 

Well instinctively, for the past several 
weeks, my first order of business in 
reading BATMAN has been to turn 
directly to the letters раде, wherein 1 
would scan for news of upcoming Bat- 
events. И was here that | had first 
learned of the Dark Knight's mini- 
series, details of the blockbuster Bat- 
man anniversary issue, the upcoming 
Batman's First Year and Brian Bolland's 
graphic novel. іп this month's letters 
page | was pleased to find an introduc- 
tion by new Batman editor Denny 
O'Neil, 

ft was this that caused me to quiver in 


return Batman's characterization to that 
of the avenger and protector of the rain- 
Slick city streets of the asphalt jungle 
which bore him. Now. imagine my 
elation when | turned the page to finda 
pin-up by Brian Bolland (who, in his 
chapter in BATMAN #400 has replaced 
Neal Adams as my favorite Bat-artist) 
and my favorite quote of Raymond 
Chandler's (who has written a few hard- 
boiled tales of his own). 1 assume it was 
Editor O'Neil's selection to supplement 
Brian's beautiful artwork with this 
quote. (Yes.—BJR) It wouldn't surprise 
me that that good judgment came from 
Denny; of ail the writers who have 
tackled the Batman over the years since 
the original Kane/Finger collabora- 
tions, it i$ only Denny who has captured 
the true essence of the character. His 
classic tales beautifully embellished by 
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Neai Adams will forever stand in my 
mind as the definitive Batman. 

| guess what | am trying to say here is 
that I'm a little bit excited about where 
Batman is headed. 

In parting | would like to make just а 
little suggestion (as if Denny needs any 
advice on how to do Batman) that you 
continue to let different writers and 
artists take a crack at Batman. Batman is 
а character who just seems to bring out 
the best in everybody. In the past | have 
particularly enjoyed stories written by 
Steve Englehart, David V. Reed, Mike 
Barr, Denny (of course), and currently 
Frank Miller. On the artistic side, Гуе 
really enjoyed Neal Adams, Marshall 
Rogers, Michael Golden, Walt Simon- 
son, Paul Gulacy, Howard Chaykin and 
Berni Wrightson. Any chance we might 
see one or two of these fellows’ work in 
the future? Perhaps even Denny himself 
could pen a few issues. Pretty please? 


Well, anyways, congratulations, 
Denny—long may you reign. 

Scott A. Caywood 

1117 Alrita Ct. #3 

Madison, WI 53713 


For the ите being. we're keeping 
Denny busy writing THE QUESTION. 
soon to come your way with some lovely 
ап by Denys Cowan and Rick Magyar. 
None of the artists you've mentioned 
will be drawing Batman in the near 
future, but | think you'll enjoy the work 
of our new Bat-artist, due to debut in 
BATMAN #408. His name? Wait and 


..... 


Dear Mr. O'Neil, 

As | told your predecessor, | would 
return to BATMAN only under certain 
circumstances. Those circumstances 
have been met and | am back, hopefully 
to stay. Let me welcome you back to 
BATMAN. This was a title you always 
seemed to do your best on. 

As for your first offering as an Editor, it 
waàs à distinct improvement over what 
has gone recently. Not perfect, mind 
you, but а distinct improvement. 

Magpie shows the potential of becom- 
ing one of the feature's more interest- 
ing adversaries, provided she con- 
tinues to grow and is not allowed to 
stagnate from neglect or indifference. 

Barbara J. Randall's script was nicely 
done, and the plotting and pacing 
reminded me of the style of storytelling 
used in the old Batman TV show, only 
played straight. This was a refreshing 


